Being Extravagant with Jesus

Phil 2:5-11; Mk 14:1-9

Jesus, Extraordinarily Extravagant
· Ordinary Time in the church calendar does not mean living ordinary or mundane lives!
· Jesus was extraordinary in relationships

· Jesus was extraordinary in his love for all
· He loved extravagantly & lived extraordinarily
Looking at Mary of Bethany Closely 

· Mary of Bethany lived extraordinarily and extravagantly 
· Sister of Martha & Lazarus 
· Poured expensive perfume over Jesus
· Who is Mary of Bethany amidst controversy?
Who is the real Mary of Bethany?

· With Jesus, Mary was perceptive, deeply appreciative & spiritually sensitive
· Emotionally healthy & stable in doing what’s right
· If this was Mary, extravagance was not an issue…
· Do we have such a heart of passion?
· Can deeper love, service, worship, honour & giving to our Lord flow from our hearts?
· Mary’s extravagant heart is the result of finding something worth more than money 
The Perfect is Beyond Comparison 

· The Way of Jesus - an anonymous 14th C spiritual classic – impacted Martin Luther after the Bible & St Augustine
· Latter half of 14th C was a time of spiritual awakening & flowering of spirituality…

“The best should be the dearest of all things to us. What is the noblest and best of all things should also be the dearest of all things – and for no other reason than that it is the noblest and best. If our inward life is to make a leap into the Perfect, we must find and taste how the Perfect is beyond comparison. If we have tasted the Perfect, everything that is imperfect would become tasteless and be as nothing before we can come to love that which is noblest and best”. 
· Mary tasted the Perfect (Jesus) and everything paled by comparison with the Perfect
Have we tasted the Perfect in Christ?
· Have we tasted the Perfect? 
· Until we can say “yes”, we have not experienced the depths of relationship with God in Christ

· Unless we can say “yes”, we have not turned our hearts to Christ
· Unless we can say “yes”, we have not known the noblest & best & Perfect
· In this season of Ordinary Time …
· Christ, the Perfect One is far from ordinary

· Christ the Perfect One has no comparison

· Is he the One who is the best, noblest and dearest to me?
· Is he the One whom I willingly live extravagantly for?

· Is he the One whom I wholly give my heart to?
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