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1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for all people, 2for kings and all 
who are in high positions, that we may 
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and 
dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it 
is pleasing in the sight of God our Saviour, 
4who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 
– 1 Timothy 2:1-4

8 Bringing the future into reality 
(Rev 7:9 and 21:24-26)
If there are people in heaven, it’s logical to think 
that they were saved by the Gospel at some point 
in history. The Bible talks about a great multitude 
gathered around the throne of God from every 
nation, from all tribes, peoples and languages. We 
must labour to bring this into reality. 

9 We will be held accountable (Ezek 33)
In Ezekiel 33, God reminded His people they would 
be held accountable for not warning others about 
the dangers of living in sin. Will believers today 
be held accountable for not obeying the Great 
Commission? It will be a great loss if Christians 
fail to use what God has given them to bless the 
nations. 

10 To whom much is given, much is required 
(Luke 12:47-48)
The more resources, knowledge and talents we 
have, the more we are expected to use them to 
bless the nations.

11 God is using the church 
(Rom 1:5; Gal 3:14-15; 2 Cor 5:17-20) 
We – the church – have been ordained to bring 
the blessing of Christ to the nations. Jesus has 
purchased God’s people with His blood and 
commissioned us with the task of gathering them 
in for His glory.

12 History awaits the fulfilment of the promise 
(Matt 24:14)
Jesus says the end will come when the Gospel is 
preached to all nations. History seems to have been 
arranged on the thread of this mission, even the 
history we are a part of today. That’s exciting!

13 The glory of God is yet to be revealed 
(Hab 2:14; Ps 72:19 and 86; Isa 11:9)
The Bible mentions about a dozen times God’s glory 
“filling the earth as the waters cover the sea.” God 
created people to worship Him but that worship is 
being given to lesser things right now. Missions is 
spreading the worship and enjoyment of God to the 
unreached, and increasing the glory of God through 
the expansion of His church. As John Piper says, 
“Missions exists because worship doesn’t.” 

14 The commands of Jesus 
(Matt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8 and 13:47; John 20:21) 
Jesus commands us to bless the nations. The Lord 
says in John 14:21, “He who has my commandments 
and keeps them is the one who loves me.” 1 John 
3:24 adds, “The one who keeps His commandments 
abides in God, and God in him.” Let’s hope we can 
all stand before God at the end and hear Him say, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”

- Adapted from “14 Reasons for Missions” by Claude Hickman, 
The Traveling Team



Missio Dei
What motivates missions? 
It is simply knowing that it is God’s desire for all 
people to be saved. This desire is God’s missionary 
heart – theologically it is called Missio Dei which 
translates to the “mission of God” or the “sending 
of God”. Missio Dei is the belief that mission is the 
very character and the very heart of God’s very 
self. The task of mission originates from God’s 
being and is communicated from His heart to ours 
and we respond. 

There are many motivations that God uses to 
spark interest in and move His people to get 
involved in missions. Here are 14.

1 The promise (Gen 12:1-3)
God has promised to bless all nations and people 
groups on the earth. What better encouragement 
for us than knowing that missions and blessing the 
nations with the Gospel are in the sure purposes 
of God.

2 The purchase (Rev 5:9)
Recall what the Moravians said when they set sail 
for India: “May the Lamb that was slain receive the 
reward of His suffering.” Jesus has already purchased 
people from every tribe and nation with His blood 
and our job is only to gather in what belongs to God.

3 The harvest is plentiful (Matt 9:37)
Today, over 4 billion people have no saving relationship 
with Christ. Millions are cut off from the Gospel due to 
the lack of missionaries and resources. The majority 
of these people are located in the 10/40 Window – 
regions of the world marked by great socioeconomic 
challenges. The harvest is plentiful!

4 The labourers are few (Matt 9:37)
Only one in every 20,000 believers will ever take 
the Gospel to those who are out of reach of the 
church. One would think that missionaries would go 
to where the greatest needs are. But only 2.5% of 
the world’s 430,000 missionaries are working in the 
10/40 Window. More labourers are needed. 

5 Saving the lost (Rom 1; John 3:18; John 14:6)
The Bible is clear that a person is saved by no 
other means but through Christ’s work and by 
exercising faith in His name. Scripture leaves no 
excuses for those living in ignorance. All are born 
into sin and the Great Commission is necessary 
for people to hear the salvific knowledge of God 
through Jesus Christ and be saved. This makes 
missions not only important but urgent. 

6 It is necessary to hear the Gospel message 
(Rom 10:14-15; Acts 8 and 10)
Every time someone came to Christ in Scripture, 
a human messenger was involved. God is able to 
draw people to Himself but He has decided to use 
the church to do this. The Ethiopian eunuch was 
reading the Book of Isaiah before God sent Philip 
to explain Christ to him. An angel appeared to 
Cornelius but Peter was summoned to explain the 
Gospel before Cornelius could be saved. Missions 
and evangelism are necessary.

7 The example of the early church 
(Acts 1:8, 10 and 15; Rom 15:20) 
The early church set a model for us. It sent out 
missionaries like Paul and Barnabas to evangelise 
to the Gentiles, who had been beyond the reach 
of the Gospel.
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