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CHURCH 
ONLINE
You and your family are invited to 
worship with us virtually this Sunday 
12 April, 6am, at our Easter Sunrise 
Service. Our Bishop, the Right Reverend 
Rennis Ponniah will be sharing on 
“Surprised by Joy.”
Join us by clicking on this 
YouTube channel

More online links:
AUDIO SERMONS

THE CATHEDRAL PODCAST

CATHEDRAL SG LIVE
Get the app now at:  
https://onelink.to/9z88a2 
or scan the QR code 

COLLECT FOR EASTER DAY
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty 
resurrection of your Son overcame the old order of sin 
and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, 
being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may 
reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy 
Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in 
all eternity. Amen

LECTIONARY READINGS
Acts 10:34-43
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-18

cathedral.org.sg

12 APRIL 2020

Click HERE for 
Bishop’s Easter Greeting

https://youtu.be/WmApjZEL7a8
https://cathedral.org.sg/sermons
https://cathedral.org.sg/podcast
https://cathedral.org.sg/
https://bit.ly/bp-easter
https://bit.ly/bp-easter
https://onelink.to/9z88a2


THE VICAR WRITES

The Latin term “tabula rasa” (lit. blank slate) is 
often used to refer to the need to start afresh 
from time to time. Undoubtedly, this Covid19 
may well have changed the way we do church. 
Perhaps some of these changes were already 
happening, albeit gradually and tentatively. 
Understandably, in a congregation with a wide 
demographic, it has not been easy to change 
our habits. Consider some of these concerns 
and opportunities which have been knocking 
on our doors.  

Is there a “greener” way to do things? We 
waste a lot of paper every week: weekend 
bulletins, class teaching notes, minutes etc. In 
this day and age, I think (and you will agree), 
this call to change in this area has been a long 
time coming. And they do come with added 
advantages. Think of an e-bulletin with colour 
and links.  

How about a better use of videos? Is there a 
better way to multiply our teachings, messages 
and sermons? Through the years in SAC, I have 
heard some amazing sermons, lectures and 
talks. However and rather needlessly, they are 
only heard by a few who were fortunate to be 
at the right place at the right time. While we 
need audios and podcasts (longer shelf life), 
some are better channelled through videos. 

Text messaging has been with us for a long 
while via SMS and in these last few years, this 
has been replaced by WhatsApp. Messaging is 
now free and immediate. Links can be easily 
inserted, allowing you to probe further if you 
are interested in an event or talk. Why can’t we 
all rely on this channel for bits of info that are 
current? 
 
Online Giving. We all know that since last 
year, the government has started on a nation-
wide push to encourage online payment. 
Imagine if all of us can be comfortable with 
giving our tithes and offerings online. There 
is the occasional huge sum which some may 
be more comfortable with using cheques. 
Understandable. However, on most other 
occasions, direct online payments are 
efficient and safe. And it will also reduce the 
administrative workload for our Finance Dept. 

What about a better use of our smartphone 
apps? Apps are popular because they make 
navigation very user-friendly. After all, all you 
need to do is “click”. That needs a soft jab of 
the finger. I have heard from many seniors that 
they find apps easy to use. You don’t need to 
squint your eyes to read Web text or figure 
out what urls to type. SAC’s website is useful, 
unavoidably needing many layers as access to 

It is about Time
Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:19

https://cathedral.org.sg/page/giving


information is important. People come into 
the web to search for all kinds of info: service 
timings, tours, weddings, courses, membership 
etc. But if all you want to do is to check on last 
Sunday’s sermon, the app is where you will go, 
especially if you are already a member.

With Covid19’s safe distancing and new 
hygiene standards, going online simply makes 
sense. Lest we think that this is cool and novel, 
no-touch and distant communication has been 
with us for centuries. Runners used to carry 
news from afar, with scrolled edicts in hand. 
Millions of letters have been carefully written 
for distant communication. Some have had far-
reaching impact on human society. Think of the 
letters of St Paul. Every generation has their 
tools. It is up to us whether we care enough to 
communicate and use them. And by the way, 
thank you for reading this. You have inspired 
me to write weekly. 

It is about time (and I think I heard a chorus 
of amens). 

Have a Blessed Easter!

The Vicar Writes

STAY CONNECTED, 
SUBSCRIBE TO

Install WhatsApp1
Save 8281 5916 on 
your contact list2
Send a WhatsApp 
message to 8281 
5916 with the word, 
“subscribe”

3

Get the app now at:  
https://onelink.

to/9z88a2 
or scan the QR code

cathedral.org.sg/podcast

@standrewscathedral

https://cathedral.org.sg/podcast
https://www.facebook.com/groups/standrewcath/
https://onelink.to/9z88a2
https://cathedral.org.sg/podcast
https://instagram.com/stamdrewscathedral


PRAYER HIGHLIGHTS

THE WORLD 
With the rapid spread of Covid19 and the 
spike in the number of cases, countries around 
the world are taking drastic measures which 
include lockdowns and curfews in efforts to 
contain the spread of the virus. Pray that 
governments will increase international 
collaboration and share important information, 
whilst closely monitoring the situation in their 
own countries. Pray for the physical, emotional 
and psychological well-being of healthcare 
workers as they battle fatigue; contend with 
the fear of making mistakes, of being infected 
and of not being able to carry on under such 
conditions. Pray for those who are infected 
(especially those in critical condition) to 
recover; for those who have lost their loved 
ones to be comforted and strengthened. Pray 
for social cohesion and resilience as the global 
community cooperate with their governments 
to manage and contain this pandemic.  
Thank God that He is uniting His Church world-
wide, surfacing sin and sanctifying us through 
deep repentance that we may return to a 
purity of devotion to Him alone. Pray that we 
will remain vigilant in prayer, united in purpose 
and powerful in witness as we await the 
manifestation of His glory and the explosion of 
a global harvest.   

SINGAPORE
Pray that every Singaporean and Singapore 
resident will play our part in curbing the rising 
trend of new locally transmitted Covid19 cases 
and comply with all government advisories.  
As we take a step back from the ceaseless toil 
of frenzied labour, in the pursuit of wealth 
and success, we will be in a place of stillness 
to reflect more deeply on the meaning of 
life. We will come to the painful realisation 

that all we have poured our lives into, can 
easily be reduced to nothing, suddenly and 
unexpectedly. May there be in every one of us 
a growing hunger to know the reason for our 
existence, to find our way back to our Creator 
God, who alone has the answers to all of life’s 
questions and who has promised to all who 
come to Him, life, in all its fullness.    

THE CHURCH IN SINGAPORE 
Pray that the Church in Singapore will learn to 
pause from busyness, from substituting one 
needless activity for another, and like Mary of 
old, we will choose to sit at the feet of Jesus 
and listen to Him. As we celebrate Resurrection 
Sunday and commemorate once again Jesus’ 
victory over death, we declare that we have 
no fear of death because we have eternal 
life in Christ. In this time of shaking, when 
God is shaking the earth and the heavens, in 
order that the things which cannot be shaken 
may remain, pray that we will learn what He 
is teaching us, that we will emerge from this 
crisis, with a greater clarity of who God is and 
His eternal purposes for us.  

CATHEDRAL 
Thank God for His calling and destiny for the 
Cathedral.  Pray that in this time of shaking, we 
will receive greater clarity and understanding 
of God’s heart for His church and for the nation; 
that the Cathedral will be humble and faithful 
to steward what God has entrusted to us.  
Pray that every member will have a personal 
encounter with God, we will be true disciples 
of Christ, who desire intimacy with God, who 
hear His voice and who do the works we see 
our Father doing. Pray that our resurrected 
Lord and Christ will be magnified and glorified 
in and through His Body in the Cathedral.



As our premises are closed from 7 April to 4 May, mail to 
SAC will only be collected periodically from the post office. 
If you wish to send cheques by mail, you are advised to 
post them after 4 May.

Alternatively, may we encourage you to give your tithes & 
offerings via:

FOR TITHES AND GENERAL OFFERINGS 
• Internet Banking
Account Name: St Andrew’s Cathedral
Account Number: DBS Autosave 033-903411-8

• PayNow
PayNow Name: St Andrew’s Cath Parochial Church C
UEN: T08CC4055LT01
You may indicate the Service you attend and/or Tithing number  
(if any) under remarks or reference.

FOR SAC RESTORATION WORKS PROJECT (Cathedral Heritage Fund)
• Internet Banking
Account Name: St Andrew’s Cathedral
Account Number: DBS Autosave 033-019550-8
• PayNow
PayNow Name: St Andrew’s Cathedral – A/C 2
UEN: T08CC4055LHF1

FOR OTHER SPECIFIC DONATIONS (eg. Welfare, Missions, etc)
Please contact 
email: finance@cathedral.org.sg for instructions for on-line bank transfers. 

Receipts will not be issued for on-line givings. 

CHEQUES 
• Pay to: “St Andrew’s Cathedral”
On the reverse side of the cheque, you may indicate your Tithing number 
(if any). 

For specific donations 
• Pay to: “St Andrew’s Cathedral”
On the reverse side of the cheque, please indicate the purpose of your 
donation eg. Restoration Works, Welfare, Missions, etc.  
If you would like a receipt, please write your name and mailing address.

Cheques can be mailed to St Andrew’s Cathedral, 
11 St Andrew’s Road, Singapore 178959
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For more information, please visit cathedral.org.sg/giving

OFFERINGS

https://cathedral.org.sg/page/giving


WHAT’S GOING ON 
WITH THE WORLD?

Covid-19, economic downturn, QO, SHN, WFH!  
Is there more to life than this? Join us as we 
explore life and faith. You are welcome to ask 
any question in a safe and friendly environment.  
Every Wednesday 7:30pm to 9:00pm
Venue: In the comfort of your home via Zoom

7:30pm Check-in and Welcome
7:45pm Video via Screen Sharing
8:15pm Group discussion on Zoom Breakout Rooms
9:00pm End

TOPICS
8 Apr : Who is Jesus?
15 Apr : Why did Jesus die?
22 Apr : How can we have faith?
29 Apr : Why & how do I pray?
6 May : Why & how should I read the Bible? 

To register: www.tinyurl.com/SACAlphaOnline

TRY ALPHA ONLINE ON ZOOM.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKpt585F2yGtrpsvkA_agzflImW5x3zaaoQxr8vtCN0_Ce9A/viewform


THE QUIET GARDEN SILENT PRAYER 
& MEDITATION
Every Tuesday 12n to 1 pm
For the month of April
Join by clicking this LINK

THE QUIET GARDEN EASTER VIGIL
11 April, 9am to 12.30pm
Register HERE

THE QUIET GARDEN RETREAT
2 May, 9am to 12.30pm
Register HERE

These programmes will be conducted via 
Zoom. This is an online video conferencing 
application that is very easy to use. You 
will need a device with a camera and 
sound. The links to join the retreat will be 
sent via your email with clear instructions 
on how to join.
All are welcome

CALL TO PRAYER
Please join us for daily prayers at 
the stroke of noon through the 
Cathedral SG Live App. This call 

to prayer will be repeated at  
5pm and 11pm daily.

Prayera  da i ly  ca l l  to

Prayera  da i ly  ca l l  to

In memory of 
Mabel Mona Miles, 
James Lim Ewe Huat 
and Elsie Tan

STAYING HOME IN LENT
Staying at Home in Holy Week -  
A Conversation with Two Vicars,  

Revd Daniel Wee and Canon Terry Wong, 
recorded just before PM’s speech  

on 3 April.

https://cathedral.org.sg/events/single/the-quiet-garden-retreat-journey-to-jerusalem
https://cathedral.org.sg/events/single/the-quiet-garden-retreat-journey-to-jerusalem
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/876046835
https://cathedral.org.sg/events/single/the-quiet-garden-retreat-recollection-and-renewal
http://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/upYkd-2vrj0ucV5boGz0N6Nl1vraythAjw
http://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vJMkfuGqqz0pGueoHnexJYoK_nQGaf5lKQ
https://cathedral.org.sg/podcast

