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hath guided, Thy flock 
from age to age ...”  
 

b y  D s  B e s s i e  L e e

Hymn by Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891)

“Thy Hand, O LORD,  
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a wild olive shoot has 
been grafted into the 
cultivated olive tree

(Rom 11:17-24)

B y  m a r t i n  l a w
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One generation 

PSalm 145:4 

of Your mighty acts.

will commend
Your works

to another;
they will tell
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The 9.30am Service … on the move 
 
 It was the late 1980s and the LORD had laid on our hearts the need to 
start a new Sunday morning worship Service. Specifically, the new Service was to 
be characterised by contemporary worship, “easy to understand” sermons and 
“every member” ministry. 
 
 Our first choice was somewhere “on site.” The South Transept Hall was a 
convenient location. But because the Cathedral premises were packed with 
worshippers on Sunday mornings, that door was closed to us. Our next choice 
was the nearby Armenian Church. But last-minute developments led to that 
being a closed door as well. 
 
 Praise God, He provided for our needs and the 9.30am Service was 
launched on 1st January 1989 in Milano Pizza Buffeteria at the nearby Funan 
Centre. Week 1 was encouraging, with the LORD sending 140 people to make 
Milano’s a “full house.” With the re-arranging of furniture, more space was made 
available and the LORD sent more people each week: from 140 to 180 and then 
to 210. 
 
 This meant a bigger place was needed and God opened the way for the 
9.30am Service to move to the Orchid Room in Excelsior Hotel from 12th 
February, just six weeks after the launch of the Service. The room could take 
250 people and the new location had the added attraction of the children’s 
ministry being conducted by the side of the swimming pool. 
 
 A simple programme was drawn up, designed to meet the LORD’s desire 
for worship and the people’s needs for prayer, healing and fellowship. The first 
Sunday of the month was Family Sunday, where the children remained with the 
adults for the message of God’s Word. On other weeks, they had a separate 
children’s ministry programme during the sermon time. 
 
 Then on 23rd April 1989 the 9.30am Service moved to the Victoria Concert 
Hall. After all the squeezing in Milano’s, and the crowding in Excelsior, the new 
venue with a seating capacity of 900 people was a most welcome change. 
 
 The first Worship Service at the VCH started off on a high note with the 
Rev Derek Prince, an internationally acclaimed teacher and author, sharing God’s 
Word with us. Many people were touched by God and went forward for prayer 
and ministry. 
 
 Although VCH proved to be a great blessing, the 9.30am Service would 
soon again be on the move, as the VCH would not be available for our use again 



until September of that year. This time, the move on 18th June 1989 was to the 
Northern Palace Restaurant in Colombo Court. 
 
 The very different setting of the restaurant (bright red!) did not deter 
worshippers, as week after week we sought the LORD. The place soon grew to 
be rather cosy. 
 
 However, with the VCH being again open for our use from 10th 
September, the 9.30am Service moved yet again. 
 
 Another big change came in 1991 when the VCH was again not available 
for our use. For two Sundays – on 2nd and 16th June – members of the 9.30am 
Service met in several homes scattered over Singapore. Dubbed our “Open 
Home” meetings, these two Sundays saw the de-centralisation of our meetings. 
Worship, prayer, preaching and Holy Communion were held on a smaller group 
basis in members’ homes. 
 
 Over the years, the 9.30am Service has met mostly in the VCH. But when 
this was not available, meetings were held in other venues including St 
Margaret’s Primary School and even in the Cathedral on a Saturday evening. A 
pizza parlour, a Chinese restaurant, a hotel and the list over the years goes on. 
Through it all, it is the LORD who has led us and who has provided for all our 
needs. Praise be to God. 
 
 
Ds Bessie Lee & Ds June Tan. 
7 Sep 2005 






